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to offer private petitions. Then the Imam goes down from the
pulpit and proceeding to the mihrab, or small apse, toward
the south, stands with his back to the people as their leader
in the main function of the service—the two fardh, or obliga-
tory prostrations, which, because of the especial merit at-
taching to the day, take the place of the usual four. In con-
trast to the sunnah, or voluntary prostrations, which, as we
have noticed, each man performs Independently, these ob-
ligatory rak'ahs are gone through with military precision.
The hundreds of worshippers In long lines make a most
Impressive sight: now standing erect, with hands folded on
the breast, now bending downward from the waist, now
down on their knees with forehead touching the ground,
and, at the close, all turning the head to the right and to the
left, as they breathe the word of peace to the spirits of the
departed. At the conclusion of the recital of the fat'hah
by the imam, the people murmur "'Amen!" and while he is
uttering the next passage from the Koran, they all whisper
together the words of the fat/hah. When the two required
fardh prostrations are over, the linos are often at once
broken up, one man taking a step forward, another a step
backward, as it is usual to change the position before the
two remaining sunnah or voluntary rak'ahs are performed,
independently of the imam, as before. All through the ser-
vice representatives of the mendicant pilgrims have been
going between the lines quietly dropping before each, man a
leaflet upon which have; been written verses from the Koran,
exhorting to charity. A collection is continuously made of
such coins as the worshippers may have put on the papers.
Many remain in the mosque after the service is over, listen-
ing to more chanting, or repeating the beautiful names of
Allah, as they tell the ninety-nine beads of the rosary.
III.   fasting and legal alms
For the Moslem, the third pillar of practical religion is
fasting. This is regarded as an atonement for sin* While
many seasons are recommended for fasting, It is obligatory
only during the month of Ilumudhan, when the Koran was

